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PRESIDENT HONORS LESLIE C. DIRKS 

Leslie C. Dirks, the Deputy Director for Science and Technology, was presented 
the National Security Medal by President Carter on 25 January 1979 at a White 
House ceremony. He joins the select company of only 23 other distinguished 
Americans who have received this prestigious award over the last 25 years. 

The National Security Medal is awarded by the President for distinguished 
achievement or outstanding contribution in the field of intelligence relating to the 
national security. The award was established by President Truman in- 1953 at the 
suggestion of then — DCI General Bedell Smith. Over the years recipients of the 
award have included Edward G. Lansdale, John Edgar Hoover, and William Joseph 
Donovan, in addition to a number of former Directors of Central Intelligence. 

At a ceremony in the President’s office in the White House with Les’s family, 
friends and associates present, the President asked me to read this citation: 

“The National Security Medal presented in recognition of meritorious 
service performed in a position of high responsibility is awarded to Leslie C. 
Dirks in recognition of his significant contribution in creating and directing 
a major technical intelligence program of the highest national importance. 

The leadership and creativity which he displayed resulted in an extraordi- 
nary scientific accomplishment of extreme value to the Intelligence Com- 
munity and to the nation. His sustained outstanding performance and 
dedicated service leading to the success of this effort has enhanced our 
national security and furthers the goal of excellence in public service. His 
accomplishment reflects the highest credit on him, the Central Intelligence 
Agency and the Federal Service.” 

President Carter then pinned the National Security Medal on Les. 

I know you all join me in proudly extending heartiest congratulations to Les 
Dirks for this richly deserved recognition of his dedication and accomplishment. This 
Presidential award honors not only him, but also all of us, and especially those who 
contributed to the major technical intelligence program under his leadership. 
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The death of Fred Janney has touched all of us who knew him as Director of 
Personnel, trusted advisor and friend. He devoted almost 35 years of his life to the 
service of his country — four as a naval aviator and the remainder with our Agency. In 
both he distinguished himself with valor and accomplishment. The Navy Cross and 
Distinguished Flying Cross with Gold Star attest to his heroism in combat. During 
the 30-plus years of Agency service that followed, he continued to distinguish himself 
and to excel as a scholar, analyst, administrator and manager. 

With a record of superior performance in so many assignments Fred was made 
Deputy Director of Personnel in July 1973 and became Director of Personnel in 
November 1973. This, his final assignment, came during challenging times for the 
Office of Personnel and the Agency. Fred met that challenge as he had all previous 
ones — with intellectual honesty, a striving to learn, and a deep dedication to his 
country. 

Fred Janney will long be remembered for his fine human qualities and major 
contributions to the mission of the Agency. His outstanding service has been 
recognized by the posthumous award of the Agency’s highest service award, the 
Distinguished Intelligence Medal. I sought and trusted his sound advice and shall 
miss him deeply. 



STANSFIELD TURNER 
Director 
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